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We Did It!
After more than a year of planning and preparation, we
selected our first class of high school juniors this year! Having this
additional year with our Scholars, we can better prepare them
to be successful in their transition from high school to college
and beyond. They are receiving additional college readiness
training sessions, more guidance in finding their "right fit"
college, and extra help applying for financial aid and other
scholarships. Increased opportunities to build relationships with
their cohort class and being paired with their mentor earlier in
their senior year are just a few of the benefits of selecting our
Scholars as juniors, all of which will help ensure their success in
attaining their dream of a college degree!

CARLOS M. OLIVARES-ACOSTA, CLASS OF 2009

“

Dear Palmer Scholars,
First and foremost, I would like to personally thank you for your
kindness and generosity. Without Palmer Scholars, my lifelong
dream of attending a University would not have been possible.
Due to my family’s economic status and the fact that I am the first
in my family to go to college, your help and support have been a
huge blessing to me. Palmers has not only changed my life but
has also impacted those that surround me.
- See page 2 to read more from Carlos

”
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Carlos M. Olivares-Acosta, Class of 2009
During my years at Lincoln High School, I was introduced to Dr. Steve Schain. Little did I know we were
about to form one of the greatest friendships in my life. When I first met Dr. Schain I was skeptical about
how he was going to be able to help me get to college due to my immigration status, but that did not
matter at all. Together with Palmer Scholars, he has helped me to discover a personal truth, that I have no
limitations other than those I choose to impose upon myself. I attended Washington State University where I
achieved my B.S Bioengineering, B.A Foreign Languages and Arts, and a minor in Math . After graduating
from Washington State University this past June I have decided to not only use my education as a tool to
prepare me for a vocation, but also to help me become a self-sufficient individual who is fully prepared for
life. With that said, it is necessary to mention that no one is exempt from turmoil during their lives. I can
honestly say that I am thankful for the adversities and challenges which have crossed my path because
they have strengthened my character and brought forth certain virtues I might otherwise never have
known. There are various personal issues with which I have struggled and I have no doubt as to where their
foundations lie.
One of the main ones in my case is when my parents divorced when I was ten, I did not grow up with a
secure sense of home. I was juggled around between countries and different family members, each taking
part in raising me with their own set of standards and values. I had different customs at each home and
had to learn how to be "politically correct" according to who I was with. One of the greatest challenges I
have faced was growing up multi-ethnic in a bilingual and multi-cultural environment. Even though the
society in which I live insists on categorizing me into one racial category, I consider myself to be multiethnic. Some of the conflicts that I dealt with while growing up concerned issues surrounding physical
appearance, self-esteem, and questions such as "where do I fit in?" and "to whom do I belong?"
Fortunately, since I became part of the Palmer Scholars family I have learned that being part of more than
one ethnic group is an advantage, not a detriment, and I am proud to claim and take part in my diverse
community.
Everyone and everything in my past mentored me, and I feel that my history has inevitably led me to my
major field of study, Biomedical Engineering, of which the main focus is the application of a variety of
engineering principles and design concepts to medicine and biology for healthcare purposes. With that
being said, my future goals are to work with doctors and laboratories to help humanity to become a better
place for our future generations. I hope to accomplish this through the implementation of sciences and
engineering throughout the world and by becoming a mentor and an ally for Palmer Scholars. I want to
help teach future generations that no person other than oneself can keep one from achieving one's goals
and that everyone has the potential to share with the world their unique talents, gifts, and abilities. While
one may find motivation in one's hopes for the future, one must not devalue the steps one takes to get
there, because it is through one's past joys and hardships that one comes to be who one is in the future.
Lastly, I would like to share a proverb that applies to my life after being part of such grateful and
passionate foundation.
“One can pay back the loan of gold, but one dies forever in debt to those who are kind”
~Malayan Proverb
With that being said, I would like to thank you because the Palmers foundation have transformed my tears
of sorrow into tears of joy. My family and I will forever be grateful to you.
Sincerely,
Carlos M. Olivares-Acosta
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Sworn in as a Public Safety
Officer for Pierce Transit
2016

Masyih Ford
Dear Palmer Scholars Family and Donors,
I can proudly say that I am a proud Western Washington University Alumnus. My journey through
college was one filled with adventure, challenges and unique opportunities for personal and
professional growth. While at Western I was afforded awesome leadership opportunities that
shaped me into the person that I am today. During my time at Western, I served as a Resident
Adviser for two years and as an Assistant Resident Director for two years. My four years of service
in Residence Life sharpened my leadership skills, and afforded me an opportunity to make a
lasting impact on student’s lives. During the summers, I served as a United States Park Ranger in
the North Cascades National Park. I was able to meet people from all over the world, and share
one of Washington’s hidden gems. This year, I was sworn as a Public Safety Officer for Pierce
Transit. The team of officers of which I am a part provide law enforcement and public safety for
Pierce Transit, and the communities that we serve. During academy I heard something that stuck
with me “there is no higher honor than public service.” I wholeheartedly agree with that
statement. Since my youth, I have aspired to join the field of public service. My college
experience has provided me with a multitude of experiences and opportunities that shaped me
into the leader that I am today. I have become a leader that is prepared and enthusiastic to
address the challenges we face today. The Palmer Scholars Family and donors’ support has
spring-boarded me into my childhood career goal of becoming a law enforcement officer.
I am incredibly proud to be a Palmer Scholars Graduate and a Western Alumnus.
Thank you for your support!
Masyih K. Ford

Update: Masyih is now a Mentor to one of our
Scholars from the high school class of 2016.
Thank you Masyih!

In 2016 Palmer Scholars awarded over $242,000 in Scholarships!

S CHOLAR S POTLIGHT
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T INA V AN C LASS OF 2016
Growing up out of a traditionally Vietnamese household, I was told college
was my only gateway to success... but I wasn't quite told how to get there,
into "college." It wasn't until high school when I realized the obstacles that I
would face getting there. I saw Palmers as my opportunity to join a
movement, one that uses education as a tool to completely transform
one’s socioeconomic status. It feels great to be a part of such a diverse
group which has faced similar struggles – if not worse – trying to go exactly
where I want to go – college and beyond.
Attending school for so long tends to force one into a state of
dependence. Students are so used to being told what to do and how to
do it. Of course, we must listen to our adults, but it so happens that we
forget we are becoming adults ourselves. When I joined the Palmers family I
was not asked to be an adult – it was expected. I was talked to and respected like an adult – an equal. It
wasn’t just me setting expectations for myself anymore. Now, I no longer limit my ambitions to my age,
gender, or ethnicity. Like many of my Palmer’s family, I strive to use my college education to match my
ambitions with the betterment of our community.
I am set to major in Finance at the University of Washington Tacoma’s very own Milgard School of Business. I
want to explore other fields by minoring in computing as well as Hispanic studies. Fortunately, I did Running
Start in high school, so I know I am prepared for college academically. When it comes to the social and
professional aspects of college, I am anxious but more excited to explore a diverse range of classes and
people.
I am lucky enough to have a mentor that does not overrate the college experience. From her, I have
learned that I cannot be completely prepared for what I don’t know will happen. I cannot expect to leave
as the same person that I was when I entered college. In the future, I hope to collaborate with other
community members who have a vision for Tacoma. I want to work with non-profit organizations and move
towards unifying my community. This requires building bridges across to all cultures, households, and
individuals who don’t see themselves as part of this community.
Thank you so much to the donors who share the same vision that Merle Palmer lived for – removing the
barriers of racial and financial status by making a college education possible for underrepresented
students with potential. Thank you so much to my Palmers family for believing in me and supporting me
financially, mentally, emotionally, socially – you get the idea. Me and my fellow scholars are the future of
this community, and it is you who makes it possible. Thank you for trusting in us Millennials.

N EVAN G AMBOA C LASS OF 2017
I've known about this program since I was in the 7th or 8th grade and now I
am a senior at Washington High School. To be honest, I never really saw
myself in this position, which makes it that much more exciting to see what is
to come in my near future. My older brother is one of the main reasons why I
wanted to become a Palmer Scholar; he was also a Palmer Scholar. What
really attracted me to this program was the sense of family. The fact that I
am getting a mentor, and that I could one day become one myself, really
says a lot about how this family works. It's all about giving back and helping
the next generation – I love it! Going to college can be very daunting to
some including myself, but the change that this experience will bring forth is
what makes it all worthwhile. From discovering a new-found independence
to finding the best way to study for an upcoming exam, I realize this change
will shape me into the person I am meant to be.

L ETTERS F ROM L EADERSHIP
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D ENNIS M C G OVERN , B OARD P RESIDENT
To all Palmer Scholars donors, mentors, volunteers, students and stakeholders, I
am pleased to present our 2016 Annual Report. I have the honor of serving as
President of the Board this year. The past year has been a whirlwind, as we
continue to grow our programs, increase our funding and recruit more
volunteers to help keep up with our increasing number of amazing Scholars.
While we continue to grow our programs & services and are serving more
Scholars than ever, we are always mindful that there is much more to
do. Despite our recent growth, we were only able to accept a fraction of
students who applied to our program this year. We know that there are many
more deserving students who need our help, and we are committed to growing
our organization so that we can serve more Scholars each year. Thank you for
your generosity and continued support.

S ALLY J O B OSE , E XECUTIVE D IRECTOR
It has been an exciting three years as Executive Director of Palmer Scholars and
I am proud to announce our transition year to juniors and our program
enhancements have been successful. We attribute this success to careful,
thoughtful and realistic strategic planning by our passionate board and staff
team. I want to extend my sincere gratitude to everyone who has supported us
financially as well as those rolling up their sleeves and making things happen –
our volunteers. Everything we do could not happen without each of you
helping us give our 133 amazing Scholars the tools and support they need to
reach their dreams of a college degree, and to continue to allow us to
Create Hope and Opportunity Through Education, changing the trajectory of our
Scholar’s lives, their families and our community.

D R . M ARIA G ROSS , I MMEDIATE P AST P RESIDENT
This has been a year of celebrations: first cohort of high school juniors - adding
one more year of Scholar preparation and training, updated committee
structure - serving Scholars before and in college, Palmers Paying it Forward
committee - providing service-leadership to Pierce County community, College
Counseling Committee - improving college access, Boys and Girls Club
partnership - providing enhanced training in time management, high school to
college transitioning and communication skills. We are serving more Scholars by
providing more services through stronger partnerships. I feel blessed to have
been able to serve this past year as President and look forward to continuing as
Valeria's Mentor.

J ANECE L EVIEN , P ROGRAM D IRECTOR
As a first-generation student, I was quite lost in the whole college process and
am passionate about the work Palmer Scholars does in providing financial,
emotional, academic and social support for the students. I graduated from the
University of Puget Sound in 2009 with a degree in Sociology. Shortly after, I
joined Peace Corps Guatemala as a health volunteer, returning to the U.S. to
work with at-risk youth in a therapeutic setting, as well as receiving my Masters in
Educational Leadership. I have experience working in college admissions and
multicultural recruitment and am eager to bring that skill set in working with our
students. I am very excited to start as your new Program Director in early
December and become part of your family to help youth navigate their future. I
look forward to meeting and getting to know each of you!

E XECUTIVE BOARD M EMBER S POTLIGHT
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Meet Dwayne Christopher
Dwayne is a lifelong resident of Tacoma and is a proud
product of our schools. He first attended school at Life
Christian until the third grade and then went to Birney
Elementary, Baker Jr. High and graduated from Wilson High
School in 1990. While at Wilson, Dwayne was the president
of the MESA program as well as the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Club. He was also involved in Youth Alliance Against Drugs,
ran track for the Rams and was class speaker for
graduation.
Dwayne’s thirst for education and being involved in the
community can be contributed to his parents, Marva and
Cordell Christopher. They both served as educators in
Tacoma Public Schools for several decades and taught
Dwayne the values of giving back, honesty and integrity.
Dwayne went on to attend Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA where he would receive
his degree in Business Administration. Always having the desire to give back to the
community in which he was raised, Dwayne returned back home to Tacoma to pursue a
law degree from Seattle University (in Tacoma at the time) and represent the people of
Pierce County.
Throughout college, law school and practicing law, Dwayne has always found a way to
mentor youth and serve as a positive role model. It was four and a half years ago that
Dwayne was introduced to Palmer Scholars through his good friend and mentor, Willie
Stewart. He attended a Board Meeting and knew instantly that Palmer Scholars needed
to be a part of his life. He has been serving on the Board diligently ever since. Dwayne
feels that Palmer Scholars is so much more than mentorship and providing an opportunity
for students, it is a family that grows each year and keeps giving back.
Dwayne’s first job out of law school was working for the Honorable Judge Brian Tollefson,
also a Wilson graduate. Currently, Dwayne has his own law practice representing clients
in personal injury and employment discrimination cases. In his continuation of service to
Pierce County, Dwayne recently ran for Pierce County Superior Court Judge, Position 8.
This position was recently vacated by the retirement of Judge Brian Tollefson who had
given Dwayne his sole endorsement to assume his former seat on the bench. Although
Dwayne was not selected we are extremely proud of his commitment to the law, our
community, and our youth. Dwayne embraces our mission and empowers our students
to believe in themselves, and achieve their goals to attain a post-secondary degree.
Dwayne lives with his wife Meesha and their two dogs in Pierce County.
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133
Scholars served

Over $242,000
in Scholarships
awarded

11 College
Graduates

Program Growth

Scholar Demographics

Income Growth

55 New
Scholars!

40+ Hours of
College Readiness
Training

28 New
Mentors

BoardBoard
of Directors
List

Executive Committee
President
Dennis McGovern
Immediate Past
President
Maria Gross, Ed. D.
President Elect
Douglas Hostetter, Ed. D.
Secretary
Steve Schain, Ph. D.
Treasurer
Zach Parsons
At Large Member
Dwayne Christopher
Members
Noel Blyler
Jonathan Jackson
Jerry McLaughlin
Carol Mitchell
Dan Powell
Sonia Ramirez
Gayle Rieber
Michael Seifert
Lisa Wojtanowicz
Valarie Zeeck
Emeritus
Willie Stewart
Peggy Palmer

P ROGRAM U PDATES

108
Scholarships
Awarded

363
Applications
Received

28 Juniors
Selected

27 Seniors
Selected
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95% of Scholars
had less than
$5,000 in student
loan debt

450 Dinners
provided at
trainings

T HANK Y OU T ACOMA P UBLIC S CHOOL D ISTRICT !
In July we moved our office into the McCarver Primary School building that is now the home of several
community partnerships. We are so grateful for our new office compliments of Tacoma Public Schools.
Our larger professional space now enables us to better serve our Scholars, volunteers, staff and
community. We look forward to fostering new relationships and collaborating with our McCarver
community!

C OLLEGE R EADINESS T RAINING

College readiness training prepares our Scholars to be successful in college. Just as importantly, Scholars
learn that college is a stepping-stone to a rewarding career and fulfilling life. In keeping with our transition
to selecting juniors, we created a new curriculum this year -- one that lays a foundation for life success
through lessons in personal leadership, character, building and maintaining relationships, overcoming
adversity, spirituality, productivity, academics, career, family and finances. Scholars explore who they are,
their career interests, and receive guidance in selecting the college that is the "right fit" for them financially,
career-wise, academically and socially. Training also includes "nuts and bolts" such as completing college
applications, locating and applying for financial aid and scholarships, SAT prep, financial literacy, and
professional networking. Scholars participate in over 40 hours of college readiness training during high
school.

M ENTORING
Mentors are an essential part of our Scholars' success. They
provide
encouragement,
advice,
inspiration
and
companionship for their Scholar, walking beside them through
college graduation. It is such a crucial role that we recently
added a new staff position, Mentor Coordinator, to strengthen
and grow this program. If you are a Mentor, you may have
noticed a few changes already. We have begun working with
recognized mentoring organizations at the state and national
level to adopt best practices into our program to effectively
support our Mentors and Scholars. Our goal is for both Mentors
and Scholars to find the experience valuable and personally
KEVIN, A PALMER SCHOLAR & HIS MENTOR rewarding. If you have an interest in becoming a Mentor,
please contact our Mentor Coordinator, Ricky Goetz at
THE HONORABLE STAN RUMBAUGH
rgoetz@palmerscholars.org.

P ALMER 2 P ALMER : O N C AMPUS M ENTORING
Beginning this winter, our Scholars will have an additional source of support on campus. In our new peermentoring program, Palmer2Palmer, Palmer upper classman at colleges with more than one Palmer
Scholar attending will serve as informal mentors for the younger students on their campuses. We initiated
this program after recognizing the need for our Scholars to have a resource located on campus and
someone who is a part of the Palmer Family to help them navigate through their college journey.

P ROGRAM U PDATES
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P ALMERS P AYING IT F ORWARD : C ONTRIBUTING TO OUR C OMMUNITY

C AREER R EADINESS

Our new community service program, Palmers Paying it
Forward, kicked off this summer with our junior and senior
Scholars pitching in to clean up a local park and helping at
a local food bank. They enjoyed their experience so much
that before it was over, many were already asking about
the next one! We plan to expand this program to include
our older Scholars and service opportunities throughout the
year. Through the experience of community service, we
seek to instill in Scholars the joy and importance of giving
back to our community.

Our job shadowing/internship program provides Scholars and alumni with opportunities for
personal and professional growth through job shadowing and internship opportunities – allowing
them to develop real world job skills, explore potential career paths and begin to build a
professional network. Our college readiness training includes coursework on job search
techniques, resume-building and interviewing skills.

V OLUNTEERS
We could not accomplish all that we do without the help of over 200 wonderful volunteers who
passionately believe in our mission. They volunteer their time as Mentors, board members,
committee members, application readers, College Readiness Counselors, event support, and in
other roles. We sincerely Thank You for your generosity, inspiration and dedication!

ON THE HORIZON
This year was one of many changes – most significantly our shift to selecting Scholars as juniors
rather than seniors. Based on feedback from Scholars, volunteers and staff, we are very pleased
with how well our transition went. In the coming year, we will continue to enhance our programs
to best support our Scholars, giving them the tools they need to succeed.

E ARLIER E NGAGEMENT
In 2017, we will begin educating students about our program toward the end of their sophomore
year, so as they begin their junior year they will already know about Palmer Scholars and be
prepared to apply to our program.

C URRICULUM E NHANCEMENTS

We plan to refine our college readiness curriculum, where needed, to be more culturally sensitive
and appropriate to our Scholars' situations. As part of the training, we also want to provide
Scholars a safe environment in which to openly discuss racism and other situations they may
encounter on campus. With our new Mentor Coordinator on board we will restructure the
Mentor program to better support our Mentors and Scholars, giving them the tools they need for
success and to sustain a mutually beneficial relationship.

M ORE FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

We would like to provide more opportunities to involve the parents/caregivers of our junior
Scholars to increase their comfort level with our program and help them feel that they, too, are
a part of our Palmer family.

Thank you to Our
Foundation Partners

F UN- R AISING L UNCHEON
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Ben B. Cheney Foundation
Columbia Bank
Dimmer Family Foundation
Ellingson Partnership
Elliott Family Foundation
Florence B. Kilworth
Charitable Trust Foundation
Forest Foundation
Greater Tacoma Community
Foundation
KeyBank Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Greater
Tacoma
Lucky Seven Foundation
Mentoring Works Washington
MultiCare
Puyallup Tribe
Rotary Club of Lakewood
Rotary Club of Tacoma #8
Rotary Club of Tacoma North
Russell Family Foundation
Safeco Insurance Fund
Sequoia Foundation
Stewardship Foundation
Stockdale Family Foundation
Sunrise Rotary Club of
Tacoma
The Baker Foundation
The Bamford Foundation
The Dan & Pat Nelson Family
Foundation
The Gottfried & Mary
Fuchs Foundation
Thompson Family Foundation
Titus-Will Families Foundation
Voigt Charitable Foundation
William Kilworth Foundation
Woodworth Family Foundation

“

We enjoyed record attendance at our annual Stand Up and
Cheer fundraising luncheon held in April. Over 500 people came
to learn about Palmer Scholars, meet our students, and hear
their stories. Our wonderful Keynote, James Curtis, emphasized
the power of mentorship and how mentoring youth to work
towards bettering one’s self is the key to building a better future
for our community. The event touched the hearts of over 140
attendees who expressed interest in volunteering, providing a
meal for training, offering a job shadowing or internship
opportunity, or sponsoring or hosting a table at next year's event.
We were truly humbled by this outpouring of support! We invite
you to visit our Stand Up and Cheer page on our website and
view the video from our 2016 luncheon.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 SPONSORS

ST ND
UP& 2017
CHEER

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 25, 2017

6th Annual Stand up & Cheer Luncheon
11:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Hotel Murano Bicentennial Pavilion
Tacoma, WA

CREATING HOPE & OPPORTUNITY THROUGH EDUCATION

Palmer Scholars
P.O. Box 7119
Tacoma WA, 98417

PLEASE
PLACE
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