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“I think the most exciting experience for me is to see a
young person overcome some of the situations, other
than financial, with which they were faced.”
Rosemary & Merle Palmer

-R. Merle Palmer

Creating Hope and Opportunity Through Education

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT KAINEN BELL
PALMER SCHOLARS CLASS OF 2011
Palmer Scholars was very influential during my first few years in college. I
think the college workshops were extremely helpful and also having a
community of Palmer Scholars peers who went to UW with me helped a lot.
I remembered the struggles and sacrifices my mother made to help get
me to college, so while studying at the UW I made it a point to take
advantage of every positive opportunity. I studied abroad three times
(twice in Brazil and once in Germany). I worked internships with corporations like Boeing and
on-campus jobs, such as a resident advisor and student ambassador for the Office of Minority
Affairs. I graduated with double degrees in Business Administration and Social Work, and
became the first student in over a decade to do so. I was also named a “Husky 100” which is
an award to recognize the top 100 leaders at the UW.
After graduating, I pursued a Master’s Degree in Social Work at Columbia University. I
interned at the Brooklyn Community Foundation, joined the Columbia salsa dance team,
and became a senator representing the entire school of Social Work to the University
Senate.
I graduated this past May and will be moving to Brazil in February to complete a
research project about non-profit organizations through the Fulbright Fellowship
program—I am 1 out of 25 students chosen from the U.S. to research in Brazil.
Thank you for your support!
Kainen
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BOARD PRESIDENT DOUG HOSTETTER, ED. D
I am honored and privileged to serve at this significant milestone in the
organization’s history – the 35th Anniversary of Palmer Scholars! Merle Palmer’s
legacy of philanthropic compassion towards the underserved youth of Tacoma
and Pierce County is alive and well. When I became aware of the Palmer
commitment to our young people and their post-secondary success, I knew this
was a family I wanted to join.
Serving students in public education for over 30 years, I have seen firsthand the
unfulfilled potential of many of our students. The Palmer Scholars program acts
as a much-needed bridge of support for our high school students of color and
their post-secondary goals and aspirations.
Palmer is so much more than just a scholarship program; it is a program of
student support. Palmer provides Mentors to all our Scholars beginning in their
senior year of high school. The Mentor-Mentee relationship provides essential social and emotional support to our
students. Not surprisingly, the Mentors report benefiting just as much from the Mentee as the Mentee does from
the Mentor. In addition, our Scholars are taught independent living skills, such as doing their own laundry, as well as
more substantial skills such as successfully navigating a college system that often does not feel welcoming. All in all,
Palmer is a family – a family of amazing students surrounded by a cohort of loving and supportive adults. I hope you
can find the time or resources to support us in our life-changing work.

BOARD EMERITUS PEGGY PALMER
As a retired teacher and Merle Palmer's daughter, I share my father's passion
for education. Dad's experience in WWII spurred his ambition to help students
of color achieve a college education. Through his initial association with Mary
and Al Davis at Tacoma's Eastside Church, he helped many students go forward
in life with a college education, and the program expanded from there. In my
experience as a teacher in the 70's, I saw a gap that needed to be filled. Dad
and his wife, Rosemary, inspired me to continue his mission because of their
determination and dedication to serving youth in our community. It is
wonderful to see it endure, even after his death. I have so enjoyed being on
the board and mentoring our Scholars. The students' goals and successes have
been so rewarding. I'm looking forward to many more years of participating!
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PALMER SCHOLARS PROGRAM UPDATES
In 2017, Palmer Scholars saw a lot of positive growth with 10 college graduates, 27 high school graduates and
welcoming 31 new Scholars with the Class of 2018. Our Scholars helped develop a new College Readiness Training
curriculum and were actively involved in the community in a variety of ways. Scholars participated in school luaus,
athletics, high school musicals, college campus visits, Seattle University Business Week, ROTC, Civil Rights
Pilgrimages, research projects, law enforcement youth camps, and so much more. Here is a little recap of some of
the great things that happened in 2017…

2017 SCHOLAR HIGHLIGHTS
For the 2017-2018 academic year, in addition to their Palmer Scholars award, our Scholars earned over $3 million
dollars in scholarships and grants! Their hard work paid off as the average student loan for the 2017-2018 academic
year was just $1,200. We are so proud of our Scholars and what they accomplished!

156
Scholars served

Over $284,000 in
Palmer Scholarships
awarded

10 College
Graduates

31 New
Scholars!

50+ Hours of College
Readiness Training

33 New
Mentors

PALMER SCHOLAR AMBASSADORS
Palmer Scholar Ambassadors are new roles within each class cohort to provide students with the opportunity to serve in leadership roles, assist with
trainings, and maintain communication within the cohort after they go off to
college and beyond. Welcome our Class of 2018 Palmer Scholar Ambassadors:
President—Chris Clay, Franklin-Pierce High School
Vice President—Casey Brown, Mt. Tahoma High School
Secretary—Marcus Washington, Curtis High School
Not pictured: Chris Clay

COLLEGE READINESS TRAINING
Our Class of 2017 Scholars helped our Program Director, Janece Levien, create
the new training curriculum guide for future Scholars. Our College Readiness
Trainings have expanded to provide a holistic approach that ensures the needs of
our students are being met, and that they become empowered through the
process of college completion and beyond.
2017 topics included:
College Fit
College applications and essays
FAFSA/WASFA
Scholarships
Scholar Conversations

Financial literacy and budgeting
Professional Networking
Mock admissions review with the University
of Puget Sound
Campus Resources & Pre-College Workshops
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PALMERS GIVING BACK
Palmer Scholars is proud to be part of our community and we are committed to giving back to Pierce County through
service. Our Scholars engage in service opportunities that develop skills and empower them to become active and
engaged future leaders in our community and beyond.

SERVICE LEADERSHIP
This summer, Palmer Scholars participated in over 120 hours of community service volunteering with Habitat for
Humanity, Tacoma Rescue Mission, and St. Leo’s Food Bank.

ALUMNI GIVING BACK
Amalia entered the Palmer Scholar family as a senior from Spanaway Lake High
School in 2010.
Her college journey took her to the University of Washington Tacoma where she
excelled – making the Dean’s list and graduating in 2014 with a degree in Social
Welfare. She is a Family Support Specialist for the Multicultural Child and Family
Hope Center in Tacoma. Amalia joined the Palmer Scholars board in September.
Asked why she wanted to join the Palmer Board, Amalia stated:
“I will be able to bring my personal experience as a student, community partner,
and now as a Mentor to contribute to the goals, activities, and mission of Palmer
Scholars. Serving as a board member will allow me to show my gratitude for
having the financial and social/emotional support as a past Scholar by
contributing back to the organization in any way I can. I am both excited and
honored to serve with others currently on the board to continue to make the
vision of Palmer Scholars a support system to the students we serve.”
4

PALMER SCHOLARS MENTORING
In March 2017, we held our Mentor Match for our first cohort of high school juniors. For a year, they waited with great
anticipation to meet their Mentors during their senior year. It was an evening filled with new beginnings, pizza, and bonding
over a team building exercise creating pom pom launchers. Each newly paired Mentor/Mentee team had to display their
launching talents to see who could launch it the furthest—needless to say, the room was filled with lots of laughter and pom
poms!
In January, we will match our Class of 2018 Scholars with their Mentors. If you have an interest in becoming a Palmer Scholars
Mentor, please contact our Mentor Program Director, Mary Clements, at mclements@palmerscholars.org.

CLASS OF 2017 MENTOR MATCH

SPOTLIGHT AWARDS
This year, we wanted to recognize our wonderful Mentors and Scholars in a new way because they truly are special to us.
Through personal recommendations, our Mentors and Scholars nominated each other for our “Spotlight Awards”. We wish we
could highlight every one of our Mentors and Scholars, and the incredible stories they shared. We are grateful for the support
they give one another and to Palmer Scholars!

Mentor Spotlight: Cynthia Endicott

Mentee Spotlight: Tina Van, UWT ‘20

Nominated by Mentee: Sandra Estrada, PLU ‘20

Nominated by Mentor: Natalie Hart

“My favorite memory is
going to my first baseball
game ever with her and
her husband… It was
GREAT! I had so much
fun with her. “

“I think our hike at Point
Defiance Park was one of my
favorite memories. It was
great bonding and learning
more about each other… We
started this to be health
conscious and it is a no cost
activity.”
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PROGRAM GROWTH

INCOME GROWTH

SCHOLAR DEMOGRAPHICS

YOUR DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE
$50
Provides one year of College Readiness
Training supplies, including full evening
meals, for one Scholar

$1000

$100

$2500

Provides training and resources for three
new Mentors

Funds a Scholarship for a Scholar for one
year at a 2-year college

Provides books for one or more Scholars
for one year

$5000
$500
Funds college send-off care packages for
a cohort of Scholars

Funds a Scholarship for a Scholar for one
year at a 4-year college
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STAND UP & CHEER FUN-RAISING LUNCHEON 2017
Willie Stewart, Palmer Board Emeritus and Tacoma Volunteer Extraordinaire,
motivated 500 guests and Scholars with his passionate words expressing the
time is now to support the youth of our community and our future leaders of
tomorrow. We appreciated the outpouring of support from our attendees’
signing up to be Mentors, application readers, training leaders, providing meals
for training as well as providing job shadowing and internship opportunities and
support as sponsors and table captains for our 2018 event.
We could not serve our youth of Pierce County without all of your help. Thanks
to the generosity of our sponsors, 100% of the donations received on the day of
the event went to programs. Thank You!
We invite you to view the video shown at the luncheon, produced by
GANWICHMedia, on our website.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2017 LUNCHEON SPONSORS

Michael McGavock
Willie Stewart

Ken & Sally Bose

Peggy Palmer
GANWICHMEDIA

Dan Besett

THANK YOU TO OUR FOUNDATION PARTNERS
Ben B. Cheney Foundation

MultiCare Health Systems

Sunrise Rotary Club of Tacoma

Columbia Bank

Norcliffe Foundation

The Baker Foundation

Dimmer Family Foundation

Puyallup Tribe of Indians

The Bamford Foundation

Discuren Charitable Foundation

Rotary Club of Lakewood

The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs Foundation

Elliott Family Foundation

Rotary Club of Tacoma #8

Thompson Family Foundation

Florence B. Kilworth Charitable Trust Foundation

Rotary Club of Tacoma North

Titus-Will Families Foundation

Forest Foundation

Russell Family Foundation

Umpqua Bank Charitable Foundation

Greater Tacoma Community Foundation

Safeco Insurance Fund

Voigt Charitable Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Greater Tacoma

Sequoia Foundation

William Kilworth Foundation

Lucky Seven Foundation

Stewardship Foundation

Woodworth Family Foundation

Stockdale Family Foundation
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Please join us on April 24th as we celebrate our 35th anniversary. Our keynote speakers
are twins and Palmer Alumni who graduated from Wilson High School in 2003. You
will be inspired by Dr. Ruben Burbank, a Critical Care Surgeon at OHSU and Dr. Elijah
Burbank, an Anesthesiologist, at UW Medical Center. They will share their journey
from Wilson High School to UW Medical School and beyond, as well as why they came
back home to the Northwest. Come and meet our Scholars, past and present, and
celebrate with us!

Stand Up & Cheer Luncheon
Tuesday, April 24, 2018
Hotel Murano Bicentennial Pavilion
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

